Items Required to Assess the Suitability of Interested Person’s in Graduate or Post-Doctoral Studies in the Soil Ecology Laboratory at the University of Manitoba

Updated 2/24/2007
In response to the large number of enquiries to graduate and post-doctoral studies in the Soil Ecology Laboratory it has been necessary to provide instructions to access individuals in a fair and timely manner. I suggest similar information be provided to other Faculty members with open positions you are interested in.
Submissions of the items below does not constitute an application to Graduate Studies at the University of Manitoba but rather is required information for Dr. Tenuta to assess your suitability for graduate training. All items are also required for assessment of suitability for Post-Doctoral positions.
Note, in the Department of Soil Science it is important you first have a supervisor willing to advise you. After having this agreement, an application to graduate studies will be accepted. Dr. Tenuta has a high standard and his commitment to advise a student is designed to exceed that set by the Faculty of Graduate Studies. Students accepted by Dr. Tenuta should plan on starting at a time agreed. Carefully plan your application after agreement with Dr. Tenuta as the Faculty of Graduate Studies will not review applications that do not have all the required materials. All application materials should be sent to Terry Ramm, Soil Science (tramm@ms.umanitoba.ca).
The Department of Soil Science has a policy that students entering a Ph.D. with a Master’s of Science that is not equivalent to our Canadian Research Intensive Master’s of Science Program, apply to conduct a M.Sc. Within one year of starting a M.Sc., the student’s advisor and advisory committee can recommend to the Faculty of Graduate Studies that elevation to a Ph.D. program is suitable. We have implemented this policy because many students from outside Canada have not been trained to a level to be independent to conduct a Ph.D. In addition, all students entering a Ph.D. program in the Soil Ecology Laboratory must have published a paper in English in an Internationally Recognized Peer-Reviewed Journal as a first author on their M.Sc. or have a draft available for Dr. Tenuta to examine. 

1. Please check the availability of positions at the Soil Science Home Page and indicate which position(s) you are interested in:

Graduate Positions 

http://www.umanitoba.ca/afs/soil_science/Immediate_Opportunities.htm

Post-Doctoral Positions  
http://www.umanitoba.ca/afs/soil_science/news_events.html#Current

2. Comprehensive CV indicating academic background, work and research experience, publications and awards.

3. List and contact information of 3 references from individuals preferably educated in Canada, the U.S.A., Western Europe or Australia. Expectations of graduate students vary in the world and I have found those countries expectations to be similar to that in Canada. It is good to have a reference from someone familiar with the research intensive nature of Canadian graduate programs.
4. Good resolution scans of transcripts from undergraduate and graduate programs. Insure the marking scheme used by your institution is provided. This is important as it is difficult to assess transcripts from institutions as marking scheme varies greatly. 
5. Comprehensive list of all techniques and equipment used related to the fields of microbiology, ecology, soil science, meteorology and agronomy. Indicate if experience is classroom or research setting.

6. Half page statement describing why you are interested in pursuing graduate or post-doctoral studies in the Soil Ecology Laboratory.
7. Quarter page statement of your long-term goals.

8. For international students indicate current TOEFL score and date taken.
9. Provide English abstracts of Theses completed toward previous graduate training.
Items may be submitted by email attachments or in print to Dr. Tenuta.

Individuals not providing the above list of items can not be considered for positions in the Soil Ecology Laboratory.

Best of luck in your career training!

Mario
