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Reviewer: Scott Forbes (Minneapolis, MN USA) - See all my reviews

I was in Powell's technical book store not looking for anything in particular, when |
found exactly what | was looking for! I've always been interested in the history of
technology, but often the books/articles seem to miss the big picture. Smil gets
the big picture, and presents it in an accessible fashion. He puts an interesting
perspective on many of the inventions that you are familiar with, and some that
you are not-- providing a thorough discussion on energy related topics, as well as
covering steel making and the Haber-Bosch process. His writing has an interesting
personal perspective, and he provides detailed documentation and interesting
illustrations. What a wonderful book. A must read for anyone interested in
technology, and the history behind many of the things we now take for granted.
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