GEOG 4670 – Winter 2010
Gender Geographies

Instructions for Research Paper and Presentation 
Research Paper 

This paper is your opportunity to investigate a theme or topic of personal interest in more depth than is possible in the seminar format. This is a formal paper in the social science tradition. This means that it must follow a particular pattern of organization, which is outlined here. 

The research paper is worth 35% of your final grade.

 
Your paper must be organized in this format:
1. Clear statement of your thesis (purpose, hypothesis or position to be argued) 
2. Reasoned argument that includes reference to the work of others, including any text, data, figures, graphics etc., in support of the position you argue, the objectives that address your purpose, or the data that advances your hypothesis. 
3. Organization into the following major sections: 
a. Abstract / Introduction (1 page) 
b. Background / Context for the Specific Thesis (2-3 pages) 
c.  Evidence in Support of Your Thesis (3-5 pages) 
d. Summary / Conclusions (1-2 pages) 
e. Appendices (as needed) 
f. References 
 

Page lengths indicated above are suggestions ONLY. You may wish to include appropriately titled subsections within the larger sections if they are complex / deal with several ideas or themes. Section and subsection titles should be explanatory – and a bit of creativity is never amiss! 
 

· The research paper is to be approximately 20 pages in length, with title pages, appendices, figures, and references in addition to that page limit. 
· It should be formatted with standard margins, double-spaced, and printed in 12 pitch font. 

· You must have at least 15-20 references, 10 of which must be from peer-reviewed academic journals. The others can be books, chapters in books, newsletters, reputable web-pages etc., 

· The paper must be written in a formal, learned ‘voice’ with a level of language appropriate to the course level. The writing should be clear and accessible however, and not be laden with jargon. If terms not in common usage must be used, include definitions in footnotes or endnotes. 
· REFERENCING. Follow the social science model for citing sources. Ask the instructor for help with this if you are unsure of the modified APA style used in Geography. Following the format in readings from the journal Gender, Place, and Culture is also advised. 
Presentation 

As part of the requirements for this course, each student will give a presentation on the themes they explored in their research paper. Each presentation will be 20-30 minutes in length. It should be thought of as an opportunity to creatively share what you investigated in your paper with your seminar colleagues. 

 

The presentation is worth 25% of your final grade.
 

Your presentation can take one of three forms:

1. A lecture-style presentation. 
a. Traditional public speaking 
b. Should include some form of audio-visual aide (e.g., handouts, overheads) 
c. May include some kind of activity for the audience 
2. A PowerPoint presentation 
a. Flexible – can be stand-alone or interactive for presenter and/or audience 
b. Opportunity to use multi-media (images, text, music etc.,) to convey information 
c. More accessible to your audience? 
d. May include some kind of activity for the audience 
3. A video presentation 
a. Creative possibilities expand re: conveying what you learned in your term paper 
b. Possibility to convey experiences or conditions via filming that is more difficult to do in the other two presentation forms. 
c. More accessible to your audience? 
 

Regardless of the format chosen, the presentation must clearly:

a) Demonstrate the purpose of, or position being taken in, your paper

b) Provide meaningful, relevant information to support the purpose of, or position taken

in your paper

c) Provide your information in a well-organized and meaningful manner 
d) Encourage classmates to ask questions
Requirements for both the research paper and presentation will be discussed further in class. If you have specific queries, please make an appointment for a chat and we can spend some time talking about your ideas.
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