M.Sc. or Ph.D. Thesis Proposal
Title of Thesis

Your Name

Supervisor:


Committee Members:
Date of the Proposal

Section A: Personal Goals

A-1 Personal Goals – short one paragraph
(Paragraph describing why you are attracted to graduate school, what you want to learn, and what you plan on doing when you finish)

B-2 Contributions – short one paragraph
(how can you contribute to the learning and working environment of the Soil Ecology Laboratory and the Department)
Section B: The Proposal

B-1 Rationale (short paragraph)
(concise paragraph as to what is the general topic area you are researching and how this work fits into a bigger picture of research and practical application)

B-2 Background (two pages)
(Introduce the topic area, its importance and enough background so anyone of your committee members can come to speed on your topic area – remember your committee members are not experts necessarily in your area but experts in doing science; the background must convince your committee that your hypotheses are worth testing; use references of refereed literature)

B-3 Proposed Studies (two pages maximum for each study, extra pages can be added for diagrams and figures)
Study A

a) Hypothesis (try not to pose as goals or objectives but clear concise hypothesis statements to be tested)

b) Study Universe (microcosms, pots, field plots etc., justify why these)

c) Methods to Be Used  and frequency of analyses
d) Data Analysis (how will the data be analyzed statistically, give test design, tests to be used, assumptions to be tested first etc.; go beyond your Stats Course!)

Study B

Study C

Study D

(each study is to be a refereed paper submitted by the time you leave the laboratory; general rule M.Sc. two Studies and Ph.D. four studies, consult with Mario as your topic may be different)
Linkages

(concise paragraph as to how the individual studies and hypotheses link to address the overall big picture and significance of your findings)

Literature Cited

Section C: Experience
C-1 Education

(from highest to lowest degree give major and school, thesis titles, give marks and credit hours for each course)

C-2 Other Relevant Experience

(give work, volunteer and community outreach relevant to thesis project, refereed published papers, presentations given)

C-3 English and Language Proficiencies

(give languages spoken and written, give TOEFL scores, language courses taken)

C-4 Proposed Courses to be Taken

(give courses to be taken, credit hours and when they will be taken)

Section D: Timeline

	Major Sections
	Subsections
	Year to be Undertaken
	Term Completed (Yes/No)
	Term to be Completed

	Study A
	
	
	
	

	
	Preliminary Experiments
	
	
	

	
	Laboratory Experiment
	
	
	

	
	Field Experiment
	
	
	

	
	Analysis
	
	
	

	
	Data Analysis
	
	
	

	
	Paper
	
	
	

	Study B
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Study C
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Study D
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Thesis
	
	
	
	

	
	General Introduction (max 10 pages M.Sc., 15 pages Ph.D.)
	
	
	

	
	Collation of Papers to Chapters
	
	
	

	
	General Discussion and conclusion
(max 10 pages M.Sc., 15 pages Ph.D.)
	
	
	

	
	Appendices (if needed)
	
	
	


Section E: Committee Meetings to Date (plan on two meetings per year, more as needed by you or the committee)
(give meeting dates and members in attendance)
